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Lome Bruce, Free Books for All: The 
Public Library Movement in Ontario, 
1850-1930 (Toronto and Oxford: Dun-
durn 1994). 

THE RISE of the free public library move
ment in the late 19th century grew out of 
the decline of the Mechanics' Institutes 
and the rise of the common school. This 
account explores the successful institu
tionalization of the free library movement 
in the 1880-1930 years, chronicling the 
individuals and groups that promoted 
ideas given philanthropic backing by 
Carnegie. 

Michael Twaddle, éd.. The Wages of Slav
ery: From Chattel Slavery to Wage La
bour in Africa, the Caribbean and 
England (London: Frank Cass 1993). 

THE ESSAYS in this volume explore the 
transition from chattel slavery to wage 
labour on three continents, discussing 
work practices and forms of payment be
fore and after emancipation. 

David F. Noble, Progress Without Peo
ple: New Technology, Unemployment, 
and the Message of Resistance (Toronto: 
Between the Lines 1995). 

NOBLE EXPLORES the tremendous costs 
of the purposively "deworking" of con
temporary economies, pointing to the ne
cessity of resisting corporate agendas 

whose reification of progress minimizes 
the importance of people. 

Sandord M. Jacoby, éd.. The Workers of 
Nations: Industrial Relations in a Global 
Economy (New York: Oxford University 
Press 199S). 

A SERIES of essays that explore the im
pact of the global economy on work
places, class conflict, and industrial 
relations policy. 

Jim Fyrth, éd.. Labour's High Noon: The 
Government and the Economy, 1945-
1951 (London: Lawrence and Wishart 
1993). 

SIXTEEN commentators offer perspec
tives on the Labour Party ' s years of great
est potential, providing judgements on 
nationalization and economic planning, 
foreign policy, race and empire, women's 
employment, the unions, the Scottish 
question, education, and other issues. 

Stephen E. Hanson and Willfried Spohn, 
eds.. Can Europe Work? Germany and 
the Reconstruction of Postcommunist So
cieties (Seattle and London: University of 
Washington Press 1995). 

THIS WIDE-RANGING collection of es
says addresses how a united Germany af
fects the prospects for Europe in the 
future. 
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A. Thomas Lane, éd., Biographical Dic
tionary of European Labor Leaders, 2 
Volumes (Westport, CT: Greenwood 
1995). 

THIS INVALUABLE reference work of
fers snapshot biographies of figures asso
ciated with the labour and left movements 
of Europe. 

David L. Hoffmann, Peasant Metropolis: 
Social Identities in Moscow, 1929-1941 
(Ithaca and London: Cornell University 
Press 1994). 

HOFFMAN EXPLORES the mass migra
tion of Soviet peasants to the cities over 
the course of the 1930s, examining how 
this demographic movement changed the 
nature of urban life and contributed to the 
making of an authoritarian welfare state. 

John Mathews, Catching the Wave: 
Workplace Reform in Australia (Ithaca, 
NY: ILR Presf 1994). 

MATHEWS introduces a North American 
audience to the nature of Australia's re
structured economy by laying stress on 
the reforms achieved through innovative 
labour relations. 

Gilbert M. Joseph and Daniel Nugent, 
eds.. Everyday Forms of State Formation: 
Revolution and Negotiation of Rule in 
Modern Mexico (Durham and London: 
Duke University Press 1994). 

INTRODUCED by James C. Scott, this col
lection of essays looks at state formation 
and everyday life with tantalizing 
glimpses at literacy, the revolutionary 
left, agrarian reform, and other features of 
the regime of 19th and 20th century Mex
ico. 


